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concessions to nationalism in Syria would encourage it in France's
North African possessions.

These considerations led the French Government to follow a
policy of strengthening all those elements in the population which
were actively pro-French, as well as those which were potentially
pro-French through their hostility to the majority. Thus the
corporate spirit and separatist feelings of the minorities were
deliberately fostered and were made the basis of the political
divisions of the Mandated Territories. These divisions were
numerous: in 1920 the autonomous district of Lebanon was
created an independent State, with greatly increased territories.
Subsequently, the remainder of the Mandated area was divided
into a number of separate districts: the Government, Province
or Territory of the Alawis (or Latakia); the Government of
Jebel Druze; the State of Syria, which included one district,
Alexandretta, which was semi-autonomous, and another, the
Jazirah, which in practice was under separate administration.
Some of these divisions have since been wiped out: Alexandretta
was ceded to Turkey in 1939; Latakia, Jebd Dmze and the
Jazirah have been incorporated in Syria, although Latakia still
has a special administrative aad finarxia) regicae. The division
between the Syrian and Lebanese Republics, however, still exists;
and it will be convenient to deal with each of them separately.